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MCK TO THE LAND 


by Richard Cleaver 


Mivisit the earth and water it, 

you load it with riches; 

bMi's rivers brim with water 

to provide their grain. 
Mis is how you provide it: 

by drenching its furrows, 

by leveling its ridges, 

by softening it with showers, 

by blessing the first fruits. 
tu crown the year with bounty 
abundance flows wherever you pass, 
the desert pastures overflow, 
the hillsides are wrapped with joy, 
the meadows are dressed in flocks, 
the valleys are clothed in wheat, 
yhat shouts of joy, what singing! 


Qver and over Scripture de- 
ibes God's goodness in images 
*the earth's richness, and 

bese words of the 65th Psalm, 
img with many others like them, 
fe running through my head a 


hyve, to begin the Des Moines 
brker's effort to found a com- 
ity on the land. For Peter 
rin, the way of perfection 

3 summed up in the words Cult, 
“iture and Cultivation, and 

%e Catholic Worker program he 
ined contained as one of its 
ree points the fostering of 
bming communes, or Agronomic 
iversities(as he called them 
‘th characteristic grandeur of 
ineuage)--agronomic because 

fey are to include working the 
Ind as an essential part of a 
Blanced life, and universities 
Reause they are to be places of 
mudy and discussion. There 
mrkers become scholars and 
wholars workers, for Peter, 

like Peter Kropotkin before him, 
ing St. Benedict long before 
Hither, know that both "brain 
rk" and manual work are neces- 
mary for an integrated persona- 
ity. In the Agronomic Univer- 
sity, prayer and liturgical life 


’ thought and with agricultural 


» the land is the way we learn 
hy recognize our poverty in the 
Bee of God's bounty, to trust 
id's generosity to send the 

min and the sunshine in their 
he Seasons, so that the dead - 
main of wheat may have new life 
ind bring forth much fruit. And, 
fs Pope John XXIII reminded us, 
rking the land is in itself 
mst noble, 
skeen as it were in the majestic 
wmple of creation...rich in 
Mlusions to God, Creator and 
Provider." 

3 But tor Peter there were more 
fan just personal reasons for 
ving close to the land. (How 
hell he understood the inauthen- 


G@eiety or a purely social gospel!) 


n integrated society for the 
murishment of whole persons. In 
me of his Easy Essays, "Back to 
wirist--Back the the Land?" he 
qiotes Andrew Nelson Lytle: 

The answer lies ina return to 
k society where agriculture is 


st since I came out to Rosemount, 


we integrated with clarification 


ind craft work. Such a life close 


because it is under- 


icity of either a purely personal 


it is vital to building a society 
in which it is easier to be good, 


practiced by most of the people. 
Tt is in fact impossible for 
any culture to be sound and 
healthy without a proper respect 
and proper regard for the soil, 
no matter how many urban dwellers 
think that their food comes from 
groceries and delicatessens or 
their milk from tin cans." 

So, with all this in mind, 
we embarked on May 1(appropri- 
ately enough, the anniversary 
of the Gatholic Worker Movement) 
on our attempt to live out this 
part of Peter's vision. Thanks 
to the efforts of Fr. Robert 
Weis, pastor of Holy Trinity 


Parish of Southeast Warren county, 


and the generosity of the folks 
who worship at St. Mary of Per- 
petual Help Church(one of the 
three “worship centers" which 
make up the parish)we have been 
given the use of the Rosemount 
parish house for a residence and 
some of the parish land for gar- 
dening(we are using about half 
an acre this summer). The arran- 
gement is ona trial basis tuiie=t JF 
October 15; if it is mutually 
agreeable to both the Rosemount 
community and the Worker, we 
will make this a long-term 
project. 

IT moved out here(we are half 
an hour southeast of Indianola) 
three weeks ago; a few days ago, 
following her graduation from 
Grinnell College, Kristin Layng 
joined me. Together we have been 
starting the laborious and frus- 
trating process of working out 
in practice the vision of the 
Agronomic University. We have 
put our mustard seed of a com- 
munity under the patronage of 
St. Birgitta, the Swedish 
visionary and founder of the 
male-female "double monasteries” 
of the Bridgettines. She 
did not hesitate to speak truth 
to power, whether Pope or secu- 
lar prince, andspent the last 
half of her life running a 
house of hospitality in Rome. 

Since we have not been here 
long, it is too soon to say 
definitively what St. Birgitta's 
Farming Commune(even to call 
the working of a half-acre plot 
"farming" is to look more 
to hopes for the future than 
to accurate description of the 
present). Still, despite a 
sense of utter poverty and igno- 
rance in the face of the task 
ahead, I find signs of hope. 

Not least of these is the 
fact that we do not own the land 
we are working. For many of us, 
the American concept of owner-. 
ship, so foreign to the Church's 
immemorial teaching on the 
nature of "private" property) 
is one of the foundation-stones 
of the evil system of capitalism 
which worships profit and 
despises people. Of this idea 
of ownership, St. Birgitta said, 
"Property is to damnation as 
the spark is to the fire." It 
is used to justify, among other 
things, the appalling destruction 
of the earth, the source of all 
our nourishment and wealth. 
Speculation in land and concen- 
tration of land in the hands of 
huge corporations for whom it 
is merely a thing to be used 
up and despoiled to satisfy the 


idol of “ecomomic efficiency" 
(or to give it its real name, 
Mammon)--these are wrongs crying 
out to Heaven, wrongs which go 
hand-in-hand with the debasement 
of creative work into a commodity 
and food into aweapon. The anti- 
dote to this is to return the 
land to the use of people instead 
of the service of speculation, 
as we have been doing in our 
neighborhood of Des Moines with 
the Ligutti Community Garden. 
The antidote is to regard the 
land as the common heritage of 
all, of which we who work it are 
stewards, not masters. The house 
we live in and the land we work 
here at Rosemount are quite 
literally the collective proper- 
ty, the common land, of the 
whole parish of which we are but 
a part, and this makes it impos- 
sible for us to slip from the 
servant's role to the master's. 
As St. Gertrude tells us, "“Pro- 
perty: the more common it is, 
the more holy it is." It is 
hard for us who were brought up 
in middle-class America to rid 
ourselves of this masterly atti- 
tude toward house and garden; 
here at Rosemount, Providence 
has forced us to abandon it. 

It is hard for us not to want to 
"do our own thing", especially 
when we are convince that that 
"thing" is nothing less than 
pbuilding the Kingdom; here we 
are obliged to consult and co- 
operate with our fellow parish- 
ioners, whom we might in our 
arrogance be inclined to look 

at with suspicion or dismiss 
altogether. 

But however well or ill we 
succeed in taking the necessary 
steps toward the new society, 
there are already joys abounding. 
The house itself is a wonder. 
Peter would be delighted by the 
fine craftwork of the woodwork 
and stained glass. Its setting 
is even more of a wonder: on 
all sides are vistas of the green 
fields and wooded hills of 
southern Iowa to gladden the 
heart of the most confirmed 
city-dweller. In the middle of 
the eight acres stands the lovely 
church of St. Mary of Perpetual 
help. And in addition to enjoy- 
ing the beauty we found when we 
came, Kristin and I are working 
to wed culture to cult and cul- 
tivation--much music-making has 
already taken place and it will 
undoubtedly be a staple feature 
of the community. And of course 
when I moved here the "editor- 
ial offices" of via pacis(a 
cardboard box under my desk) 
moved out with me. 

AnAimpomtant parteof our 
reason for being here is to be 
a place of retreat for all our 
friends who singly or in groups 
want quiet and refreshment. We 
hope to see many of you; the 
folks at the Des Moines houses 
can help you find us. We are 
also looking for others who 
share our vision; two people is 
only the germ of a community! 

If any of our readers are inter- 
ested in trying to work out 
Peter's.ideas together, or know 
anyone who might be, please 
write to us, or pay us a visit. 


Because of the hysteria of 
our annual summer rush, the 
complexities of our various 
summer plans, and the summer 
vacations of our friends, we 
are going to take a break from 
our regular Friday night clari- 
fication of thought. 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE 
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
AS USUAL THROUGHOUT THE 
SUMMER, 8:00 PM Fridays, at 
713 Indiana. 

Check our next issue(July/ 
August)for the schedule for 
resuming the discussions. 

We do want to call our 
readers' attention to the 
following events: 


SUNDAY MAY 31, noon to 5 PM-- 
OPEN HOUSE AT.ALL THREE 
HOUSES. 

FRIDAY JUNE 12,after Mass-- 
Leighton Berryhill will 
Speak to us about what 
She saw and.did in 
revolutionary Nicaragua. 

SATURDAY JUNE 13, all day~- 
Regional planning meeting 
in Omaha to complete plans 
for attending the next 
day's open house at 
SAC Headquarters, and to 
plan for the action on 
August 9,: there. 

JUNE 14, all day-- 

Open House at the Strategi 
Air Command Headquarters 
near Omaha. 

Call us for more information, 

or, for details of the Omaha 

events, you can call Joyce 

Glenn at (402) 344-0539. 


via pacis.. ,... 


lished by the Des Moines Cath- 
olic Worker Community, Box 
4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306, 
telephone (515) 243-0765. Sub- 
scriptions are free upon ré- 
quest. 


Community: Stephe Andsager, Lydia 
Caros, Richard Cleaver, Frank 
Cordaro, Gary Eklund, Patience 
Garvey, John Hutchens, Kristin 
Layng, Jerry Mehalovich, Norman 
Searah, John Shoup, Michael Wehle, 
Wayne Zebelman. 


WE NEED: a wheel barrow, canned 
fruit, canned green beans and 
corn, coffee, sugar, toilet 
paper, cleaning materials, 
hoes for the garden, durable 
bunk beds. 

WE STILL NEED electricians, 
plumbers and carpenters for 
the new house. 

AND LAST BUT NOT BY ANY MEANS 
LEAST, we need cash both to 
keep these houses open and to 
buy materials for repairing 
the new house. 


~SL_REESS SSS 
announcements 
SSS a et 


The War Resisters League will 
hold its biannual conference at 
the McGucken Center, near Occi- 
dental, California, August 27- 
30. The theme of the conference 
is "Community in the 1980's", 
Ideas and skills will be shared 
in a beautiful camp setting. Cost 
is $55 for adults, $32.50 for 
children three to nine years old. 
For more information and brochure 
write WRL, 339 Lafayette Street, 
New York NY 10012. Reservations 
must be received by July 15, 1981 
with a $15 refundable deposit. 


DOUBLEDAY 
and 


CATHOLIC HERITAGE PRESS 
announce : 
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE LIFE 
the story of 11 women who 
made a difference--including 
Dorothy Day and Mother Jones- 
for young peopile and families-- 
$3.50 postpaid by / from 
Martha Popson 
R 3, Box 46 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 


Like most Catholic Worker 
our lives are very much inv 
in the liturgical calendar # 
the sacramental traditions @ 
our Church--but often in som 
very untraditional ways. Se 
events in the past couple of 
months are good examples of 
On April 10, we baptized 
one-year-old Tressa Roberitst 
into the Christian communi 
She and her family were gues 
at our house, and they had 
néver had a chance to have ff 
baptized. We arranged to hai 
the baptism during our reg 
Friday night mass, of which# 
Terry Lees of St. Teresa's ¥ 
the main celebrant. Since th 
Robertsons are Protestants, 
aSked the Reverend Bob Cook, 
who is a Presbyterian minis# 
and lives at Doyle Hansen Ha 
of Hospitality here in this 
neighborhood, to perform thé 
ceremony in the midst of ou 
Catholic celebration. 
That was just a warm-up ff 
the wedding of Teri Zebelman 
Matt Friel. This is not your 
typical "Jewish-girl-from-Si 
Louis-meets-Irish-Catholic-t 
from-Philadelphia-they-fall4 
ove-and-get-married" story, 
hey met at the December 28§ 
ction. Teri was planning 
ove from Columbia, Missouri) 
into the CW at the end of Jal 
att had just gotten out of7 
ving spent his last three} 


with Fr. Carl Kabat of the Ff 
shares 8 as his cell-mate. & 
experience turned Matt's lif 
around and once out of jaill 
teamed up with Michael Wehlé 
head west for the SAC action 
and to search for a communig® 
where they could live the lif 
Carl spoke of--a Christian @ 
munity living with the poor 
resisting the Bomb. 
Matt and Teri hit it off 
first time they met. The sai 
weekend Patience and Michaél 
experienced similar sparks, 
Both couples have spent the 
last three months growing if 
each other's love while liw 
here at the CW. _ 
We celebrated the weddif 
Matt and Teri on April 26-4 
Catholic Worker wedding if? 
ever waS one. About thirty-f 
folks--community members, ff 
of the house, Some of the fy 
that Teri and Matt had made 
while in Des Moines--and the 
wide open spaces of the Rose 
Garden in Greenwood Park, ~ 
Again Bob Cook officiated, 2 
Stephe Andsager provided mui 
The reception was at the Jw 
tice and Peace Center, with? 
wedding dinner being the reg 
Sunday night CW supper, the 
guests of the house and of 
wedding party sharing the sal 
meal. Then Matt and Teri mow 
back to Columbia to start 
married life. Latest word fix 


Mumbia is that Teri is preg- 
@nt--REJOICE! 
Tn the mean time, Patience 
mi Michael have announced 
fir intention of getting 
pried August 24. We will 
sp you posted. As for the 
Bt December 28 action in 
[Maha--we warn everybody ahead 
fiime: there might be something 
fthe air(the love bug)so beware. 
Tax Day landed in Holy Week 
Es year. Wednesday night April 
Swe leafleted the Post Office 
& the fifth year ina row. 
gut 3,000 folks came by the 
gn P. 0. to mail their income 
mreturns before the midnight 
giline. We took the opportunity 
inform them through our 
Bflets that half of their 
geome tax dollars go directly 
Hihe military. This year it 
fespecially painful, since the 
Bean Administration is cut- 
m human services programs by 
billion and at the same time 
Ireasing the military budget 
30 billion. 
The following night, Holy 
irsday, we had our fifth annual 
Menieght vigil outside the Polk 
inty jail, believing in the 
mh of Jesus' words in Matthew 
; ‘Whatever you do to the 
Bt you do to me." Big city 
fis are filled with people 
Shave never gone to trial, 
ime too poor to bail them- 
ves out. Close to half of 
folks in our jails today 
ein this situation, most of 
im black. On the night the 
irch remembers that Jesus was 
jail, we too as his followers 
m watch at our local jail. 
Wany of the old-timers came 
share some time with us. 
mk Desimone( who made the 
Holic Worker House sign that 
still hanging in front of our 
ise)Spent some time with us. 
fy Polich, who has never missed 
eof our jail vigils, kept 
Srecord perfect. Helen Tichy 
gyed With us all night long 
Hh 5 AM--great job, Helen! 
uit twenty-five different 
mle were part of the vigil 
is year--every year a few 
mare added to our ranks. 
Qn Good Friday between the 
m hour and 3 PM there were 
fieen vigilers outside the 
liman Dynamics plant in 
ston, Iowa. Wellman has a 
boontract with Boeing to do 
m on the cruise missile. 
hing us for the vigil were 
% Jim Dale and his family 
Rev. Marsha Smith with 
Piwo children, all from 
ford, Iowa, along with Pam 
iehell from Creston. This 
sence capped a Lenten effort 
Mihe Catholic Worker to vigil 
Wellman at least twice a 
e& during Lent. We still do 
Eknow the size of the contract 
Mhe actual parts that Wellman 
Meking for the cruise. Our 
rgies are stretched these 
Ss, but anyone interested in 
S issue is welcome to come 
thie Justice and Peace Center 
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and help brainstorm about how 
we might find out more about 
what Wellman is doing. 

The Armed Forces Da arade 
in Des Moines on May Ks brought 
together two very different per- 
spectives on patriotism.By the 
time the parade was over, fifteen 
people had been arrested for 
trying to march in the parade 
without approval. Nine of those 
arrested were from our CW commu- 
ni bys 

The whole thing started when 
the Mayor, Pete Crivaro, and 
City Councilman Archie Brooks 
pushed to reinstate an Armed 
Forces Day parade here after 
eight years without one. The 
parade was discontinued in 1973 
because of the anti-war sentiment 
at the time. The parade this year 
was billed as an open event in- 


viting the whole community to be 
involved. Councilman Brooks was 
quoted in the Des Moines Regis- 
ter of May 7, "If people want to 
protest they can participate if 
they stay civil....They could 
even be in the parade; it's for 
the whole community." The Des 
Moines Mobilization for Sur- 
vival organized our own entry in 
the parade, a mock funeral pro- 
cession featuring a child's cof- 
fin flanked by mourners, with a 
person dressed as Death to lead 
the way. We also hoped to leaf- 
let alongside the procession to 
explain the funeral. "The best 
way that we can honor those 
veterans of past wars," our 
friend Bill Basinger, spokes- 
person for the MfS and himself 
a veteran, told the press, "is 
to make the public aware of the 
horrors of modern warfare and 
the almost total civilian des- 
truction in any future wars that 
this country might enter into." 
Major R. J. Mockenhaupt, the 
organizer of the parade, had 
other ideas. He let us know that 
under no circumstances were we 
going to march in his parade. 
In fact, it was never clear one 


way or the other whether we were 
going to be allowed to march or 
not. An hour before the parade, 

we were given permission to march | 
if we did not use the coffin. We 
agreed but were informed that 
the Major had changed his mind 
again and we were refused entry 
into the parade. Most of us felt 
that this was clearly a feedom- 
of-speech issue, and when the 
final denial was given, fifteen 
of us decided to push it to the 
point of arrest, while a large 
group followed the parade along 
the sidewalk leafleting. 

The star of the parade had to 
be seventy-five-year-old Larry 
Hutchison, a World War II vet, 
who led the funeral procession 
in fulas unigom~ carrying ap sien 
that said, "Nuclear War Is 
Insane". We were arrested two 


L 


blocks into the parade and were 
booked on charges of parading 
without a permit and disobeying 
an order of a police officer. 
The incident merited a front 
page story with color photo in 
the Sunday Register. We are 
being represented by poet/ 
lawyer Curt Sytsma and the Iowa 
Civil Liberties Union. The trial 
date is June 25. A good time was 
had by all and we will keep you 
posted on the outcome of the 
trial. 

Committees of Solidarity: El 


Salvador are springing up all 


over the area. Much of this has 
to do with the great efforts of 
Fr. Mike Colonnese and the 
Midwest Regional Office of COSES. 
Fr. Colonnese was in Des Moines 
April 6 to speak to a full 
house at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Mike is a very forceful 
speaker, with first-hand experi- 
ence of the oppression in El 
Salvador. His high point here 
came at Dowling High School 
where he talked to the senior 
class. The kids at DHS were so 
moved that they formed their 


[continued on page 9_ 
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HOSPITALITY 


There was a child went forth | 
every day, . 

And the first object he looked 
upon and received with 
wonder or pity or love or 
dread, that object he became, 

And that object became part of 
him for the day or a certain 
part of the day....or for 
many years or stretching 
cycles of year. 

--Walt Whitman 


There have been a lot of 
children at the house lately, 
of all ages and varieties. They 
are seen scurrying around out- 
Side, or following closely be- 
hind the legs of some staff 
member who is trying to make 
dinner; or sleeping, exhausted, 
on the couch in the middle of 
the day. Some of the children 
we have here come with both par- 
ents, en route to a new city, 

a new home, and have some intra- 
family stability. Others come 
with one parent, generally the 
mother. These single parents are 
often unable to provide much 
emotional support, as circum- 
stances have left them almost 
as helpless as the children 
themselves. The children, 
regardless of their families, 
all come to us with the same 
overwhelming need for love and 
stability. The Catholic Worker 
has potential to give that to 
them in a special way. The very 
presence of children, with their 
openness to everything around 
them, affects every person in 
the house and gives a new dimen- 
Sion to what CW hospitality can 
be. 

When the families find their 
way to the Worker, we offer the 
standard emergency food and shel- 
ter. Beyond the initial welcome 
and the daily routine, we don't 
need to pay much attention to 
the children. As long as the 
parents are taking care of them, 
we needn't be more than barely 
aware that they are present. 

But we should keep in mind one 
point--they are watching us 
carefully. A child absorbs every- 
thing, measures and questions 
everything. He compares the 
people around him to make some 
sense of the world he lives in. 
Small things make an enormous 
impact. 

At our house children see 
cooperation between adults, 
relative harmony and a depend- 
able schedule. They see stran- 
gers working together and 
caring for one another and 
watch their own parents as 
part of this. It may be their 
first exposure to men and women 
sharing household chores! They 
see their parents gradually 
relax and begin constructive 
planning--often with the help 
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of another guest, a stranger. 

After the first day or two, 
the children grab every oppor- 
tunity for a hug or some kind 
of attention from one of us. 
They seem starved for affection-- 
their needs are undoubtedly 
more than two parents can 
handle alone during difficult 
times. The children can't 
tell what's going to happen to 
them next so they seem to 
cling to whatever friendly face 
they find. Tt*°s fun to watch a 
child following staff people 
around, eager to help, to show 
off accomplishments, as all 
children do. 

The Catholic Worker is 
special in that there are seve- 
ral of us who can offer them a 
sense of importance with love 
and encouragement. Peter Maurin 
spoke of building a “new soci- 
ety in the shell of the old". 
What better place .to plant the 
seeds of that new society than 
in children? Camus said that 
children are born into a "cri- 
minal humanity" and that in or- 
der to haveaccess to justice, 
the child will have to "make a 
personal act of judgment, of 
refusal, of choice." The Catho- 
lic Worker may give them their 
first opportunity to be able to 
experience a different kind of 
living, to be able to see that 
indeed there is a choice. 


We have less to offer our 
adult guests. Kindness, room 


and board, encouragement. These, 
of course, are vital, but they 
usually can't penetrate the many 
years of hurt and insecurity 
they have already experienced. 
Very little can get through that 
protective wall ina short 
period of time. But I have seen 
one thing break through those 
walls over and over. again: 
children. 

The presence of children 
brings activity and spirit to 
the adults around them. It's 
common to see a glum-looking 
adult sitting alone in a corner 
chair become suddenly transformed 
when a child is showing the 
her toy or asking to have her 
shoes tied. It's neat to seea 
woman guest feel important and 
needed as she advises a young 
mother concerning child care. 
And it borders on miraculous to 
have someone like Carl, who is 
usually drunk, often unruly, 
become sober, even paternal as 
he smiles and touches a toddler 


that is roaming around adult 
legs while we stand in line if 
dinner. 

There's something reassurim 
to me about the tiny struggle 
of a child learning about lita 
the simplicity of those strug 
and the wonder, help me to re 
lax my seriousness about cer@il 
"important" matters. And above 
all, children give me my only 
hope as we pray, "thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earl 
Children hold the only glimne 
of possibility for that Kingd 
They may be able to see more 
clearly what we have had only 
a glimpse of. But we have to 
give them that chance. Ina 
unique way, the principles of 
Catholic Worker hospitality 
are fulfilled most completely 
through children. They give 
a special responsibility-- 
one that helps them to grow 
and simultaneously increases 
our own capacity for loving. 

The other day I wes sitting 
in my room frantically trying 
to organize a project I am . 
working on. I was feeling par 
ticularly overwhelmed by my 
schedule, work pressures and 
frustrations. I became aware 
of a high-pitched voice outsi@ 
Singing. The song had no par- 
ticular words and the melody# 
unpredictable--but the little 
voice was clear and constant, 
I looked out the window and 
saw John, our four-year-old 
guest, sitting alone at the 
corner of the yard, singing lt 
and purposefully. He had a loi 
of pure contentment on his fag 
He sang for several minutes, 
then walked off happily to his 
next activity. 

Children make this world 
hospitable. 


re oe oe 


ommunity 
John Hutchens 


Nur community has been even 
fluid than usual over the 

si six weeks, with several 
mers leaving to explore other 
ets of life. It has been hard 
bkeep track of folks" plans, 

wi less see the underlying. 
miern of our existence as a 
munity. Still, Peter and 
mothy always said the Worker 
Sa school, so comings and 

ings are part of our life. 

miss those who go, but we 

my that not only do the carry 
# them what we could share, 
ey have left us with many 
fessings from their stay with 


Teri Zebelman and Matt Friel 
memarried April 26 ina beau- 
fil ceremony presided over by 
%. Bob Cook, in the rose gar- 
tbehind the Art Center. 
ey are now making their home 
folumbia, Missouri. Patience 
Mvey and Michael Wehle are 
Eming to be married in 
mist. They expect then to 
We on, it is not yet clear 
re. Right now they are spen- 
za lot of their time visit- 
m with one another!s relatives 
M preparing for the wedding. 
lydia heads for China on the 
Mhof May to study family 
Sctice medicine for three 
beks. Then in June she will 
pleaving for Rochester, 
mesota to continue her 
Sidency in pediatrics at the 
fo Clinic. We'll miss Lydia 
mnendously around here but 
Swish her success and happi- 
fs in her new ventures. 
peaking of new ventures, 
Merd and Kristin’ have been 
menely busy with their move 
}"the farm"(for the record, 
istin's grandmother wrote 
ma letter pointing out that 
feacre is not a farm. You 
call it a farm if you wish, 
Estrictly speaking, while 
fmy be 2 garden, or an 
Meare, it is not a farm.") 
sy are pretty much settled 
now and have begun planting. 
People come as well as 0. 
ining us are Linda Vanderbilt 
John Shoup. Linda comes to 
fron Chicago; after visiting 
sfor a week this spring she 


fided to join us for the summer. 


will return to Chicago in 
e fall to finish work on her 
uM. in psychology. John is 

ming back to the Worker 

ker two years. and will be 
mhus for the summer as 


Ml, He is a teacher in Sheldon, 


4s for the remainder of our 
mu, Jerry has quit his job 
border to spend more time on 
gpitality and helping out on 
fe new house. Gary has been 
Wring hard to get furniture 
@ the new house as well as 
iting the Justice and Peace 


Center better organized. Norman 
has taken to spring like a fish 
to water. Lately he’s been 
concentrating on the yard work 
along with hospitality and 

work on the new house. Not only 
has been taking care of the 
Worker's lawns but the lawns 

of about six of our neighbors. 
Wayne and Steve have been spen- 
ding most of their time working 
with Brent on the new house. 
Frank has been desperately try- 
ing to make sure the houses 

are in good shape and well 
stocked before he leaves. John 
has started a new part-time job 
and has been concentrating on 
hospitality and working on the 
hew house. 

I'd like to conclude ona 
note of special joy. Loyde 
Goodall, a very special friend 
of the house, has spent a great 
deal of time with us this past 
week nervously awaiting the 
arrivals ofr hiss thirduehsld. 
May 23 we welcomed into the 
world Francis Robert Odo Goodall, 
described by his father as a 

."bouncing baby boy of seven 
pounds, fourteen and a quarter 
ounces". Congratulations and 


many blessings to him and to 
Loyde and his wife Chui. 


On 


A year and a half ago, the 
Reverend Robert C. Cook, of 
Cottage Grove Presbyterian 
Church, and Brent Vanderlinden 
decided to do hospitality for 
men just coming out of prison. 
With support and encouragement 
from the Catholic Worker we 
become the Doyle Hansen House 
of Hospitality for Ex-Offenders, 
at 1521 6th Avenue. via pacis 
has allotted us a space for 
news about the house and 
discussion about prison issues. 
Here, then, is an article by 
one of our guests, Gary Hall. 


When Reverend Bob Coak asked 
me to write a bit on prison prob- 
lems, I realized I could write 
a twenty-page introduction and 
then get into the in-depth 
stuff....But I won't just now. 

The media have covered the 
Blood, Guts and Gore so often 
and so sensationally that the 
average person must be bored 
with Murder, Rape, Robbery and 
Homosexuality. I wonder if the 
media haven't convinced folks 
that prisoners are a different 
breed of cat than other folks. 
We aren't, you know. Prisoners 


are Black, White, American Indian, 


Chicano, and all the possible 


“mixtures. We are some very bright, 


some very slow, and a whole bunch 
in between. We are cooks, paint- 
ers, plumbers, factory, workers, 


executives; and me--I was an 
electronics technician. 

So, what causes the degra- 
dation? What makes a man throw 
shit at another, rob another, 
kill another, rape another, or 
just mentally “check out"? 

Well, let's take a look at 
the cell I spent eighteen hours ~ 
a day in for three years and 
eight months. It's six feet by ° 
eight feet. It has a toilet 
which has no lid, my pillow is 
less than eighteen inches from 
it, there's a sink(cold water 
only)between the toilet and 
the bed. Add a small desk, a 
footlocker and a small stool, 
fifty books, two guitars, a 
clock-radio, and two extra foot- 
lockers for legal files(I was a © 
para-legal in prison)and you have 
an idea what my cell looks like. 
It's packed tight with just 
enough room to sleep. 

So you think, "Well, that's 
packed in pretty tight, but it's 
not so bad when you figure after 
all it is a prison"? Well, I'd 
like you to try something; call 
it an object lesson. 

Go in your bathroom and shut . 
the door. Most bathrooms are 
larger than six by eight. Open 
the toilet stool, sit two feet 
from it and contemplate eating : 
supper....What's the matter? 
Decided you weren't hungry? 
Oops, don't leave. Think about 
spending the next eighteen hours, 
in there, with the door SHUTI! 
Then extend that to eighteen 
hours every day from the next 
three and a half years.... 

Would you be the same sane, 
normal-type person you are 

now? Would you perhaps feel a 
little degraded, or perhaps 
even act that way? Not a very 
exciting problem, but rather 
the everyday reality of the Iowa 
State Penitentiary. 
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The following story is taken from a let- 
ter from a nurse working at the border 
between El Salvador and Honduras. It 
describes her ordeal on 18 March ‘81 


- trying to help a group of approximately 


500 Salvadoran refugees cross the Lempa 
River to Honduras under military machine 
gun fire. This letter is being delivered 
to Rep. Michael Barnes: (D-Md) by Sr. 
Betty Barret, RSM, on behalf of the Re- 
ligious Task Force on El Salvador, a 
national ecumenical organization that 
regularly informs concermed religious 
and ‘kaity on the current issues and 
events afflicting El Salvador. They ask 
an end to all U.S. aid to the government 
of that country, believing that our aid 
so far only perpetuates the kind of in- 
cident described in the following letter. 
The address of the Religious Task Force 
4s: 1747 W. Connecticut Ave., N.W.; 
Washington, D.C. 20009.--Eds. note. 


March 25, 1981 


At five AM on Wednesday, the 
48th, came a knock at our door 
with news that refugees were ar- 
riving at one of the villages an 
hour from here--the word was that 
Seven thousand were behind then, 
all fleeing from the Cabanas 
region of El Salvador, which had 
been under daily. bombardment 


since 9 AM the Sundy before. 
There were reports of wounded 
being carried in. Two of us were 
left immediately, arriving about 
6:30 in Los Hernandez. There we 
found about two hundred refugees-—- 
men, women and children--complete 
families, in about half the 
cases. They'd been without food 
for three days and had spent the 
day before in caves on the other 
side before coming down to the 
river. 

We began to make some emer-— 
gency plans. My companion re- 
turned to La Virtud for medical 
help. I stayed to open stores of 


grains, then help +o husk corn, 
cook and grind it, and then make 
mony caal esd or, 


About two or three hours later, 
word came to me that the doctors 
and nurses had arrived and that 
I should join them. Walked down 
the hill and around the bend to 
the next house--the yard and 
house were absolutely overflowing-- 
probably five hundred there. I 
began to help with the wounded, 
and three of us began a walk 
toward the border four or five 
kilometers away, at the Lempa 
River. We stopped under a tree 
with a spring, abouta kilometer 
above the riverbank. Mortars 
exploded twice while we walked, 
though not on our hill. Two or 
three times we rounded a bend 
to be greeted by shots--and all 
fell to ground, retreating on 
hands and knees. I began to have 
a bitter understanding of the 
demonic nature of military 
weaponry--no human faces Lin. 
sight, only the sounds and 
explosions and the wounded or 
dead. : 

Under a tree we waited, 
while very few wounded came up 
from the river--we sutured a 
baby's foot, torn up by flying 
debris and shrapnel, then a young 
poy with both legs full of debris-- 
practically one entire open wound. 
No broken bones, but he had to 
be carried out on a stretcher. 
Very few other wounded arrived 


as we waited and bandaged minor 
wounds until 3 PM. People were 
arriving so slowly, and I asked 
why. They saidr "The river 
is deep, there are very few 
swimmers, and they are exhaus- 


Math 


Letter from: 
Honduras: 


packigp J 


ted. They, too, have 3 
been without food for three days 
and have been swimming people fh 
across on their backs or make- [BR 
shift rafts since wee dawn hours@P 
The mortar explosions had stoppe—u 
They said there were at least 0 
two hundred small children stillpo 
on the other side of the river. BE 
I decided to go. It wasn'ta Dt 
difficult decision--I only had 7 
the fleeting thought that I 
hoped that if I died with those 
children, people would not say 
I was incorrect to go into the 
war zone. 

By then a Salvadorean heli- 
copter, with mounted machine gu 
had passed over to the Honduran 
side, and twice or three times. 
circled over us as we huddled w 
hide under the branches. It did 
not shoot at us there. I told 
one of the Salvadoreans in charg 
of keeping the refugees moving 
on up that I would go down if 
he would find me a guide. He 
(age 30-35)began to cry. Please, 
he said, his children had not 
come over and -he had been wait- 
ing all day--could I please brit 
them? He gave me their names, 
and I, also, cried. Then we 
left. We had barely arrived at 
that rocky shore full of crying 
babies and half-naked adults 
when behind me came two priests 
who've been working in this 
diocese. We all smiled at each 
other, and then headed into the 
river. The current was strong 
and the river deep--on one Side 
an immediate drop-off, over my 
head. On the other side was a & 
plateau, about waist- or shoul+ 
der deep. Someone had tied a 
heavy rope across and all were & 
using that against the current. 2 

I've no idea how many chil- # 
dren I carried across on my B 
back. Some were so small we had? 
to tie them onto me. Others wer® 


iq 


ienough to hold on, but most 
e terrified, crying, gripping 
fe steel. I thought we would be 
iming until midnight, there 
eso many waiting. We had 

nn swimming about an hour when 
*helicopter returned. I was 
the Honduras side. Everyone 
nfor shelter under the gigan- 
e rocks 
e bank. I was helping push 
ildren out of sight with one 
ithe young seminary students. 
Wre waS no space left, so for 
enext fifteen minutes we ran 
bund a very large rock-- 

ming from sight of the heli- 
pier as it machine-gunned and 
ied the river, then turned 


wund and repeated from the 
I thought sure 


her direction. 


es 


, 


feet and legs were bruised 
im running on and over the 
ms. Then the ‘copter left. 
out thought I went right 

tk into the river to the 

her Side. I made maybe five 
ips, One with a child too large 
me, and we really struggled 
make it. I was resting and 
ching my breath on the El 
lvador Side when the heli- 
pier returned. 

We ran further up the shore 
fr a large, full-branched 

sc. There must have been 

ty of us huddled there, so 
erable to the helicopter. 


me. One of the priests was 
side me,.and we held hands and 
nthed babies for twenty or 
eaty-five minutes while the 
licopter tried systematically 
massacre us all, riweting the 
er up and down, both shores, 
th machine-gun fire, and then 
ped some kind of mortar into 
2rocky banks. The helicopter 
ie very low one time--almost 
ching the tree tops--we 

id see a man at the machine 
--and then flew away, to 
nheight and speed, and turn 
und to fire. The number on 


which are strewn along 


‘the 


»small erying children climbed 


the helicopter was 0-23. I could 


never See the insignia clearly. 
Some said it was OAS(Organization 
of American States)but others 
denied that. I did not see OAS 
insignia and I looked very hard. 
We saw one little boy fall into 
the river, hit in the back. A 
bomb dropped not six yards from 
us and the air blast covered us 
with dirt and dust, but none 
under the trees were hurt. Some 
panicked and ran. As soon as 
they ran the helicopter would 
spot them and turn around for 
another round. I felt like we 
were live bait, especially when 


4 Se ~— 


children ran from one rock 
to another. 

The assault probably lasted 
twenty to twenty-five minutes, 
but it felt like we spent three 
hours under that tree. When they 
finally left I felt numb. Only 
two dead that I had seen. How, - 
QO Lord, so few? We should all 
have been dead. At that point I 


decided to leave with the priests. 


I didn't think I had the strength 
to take another person across-- — 
I had barely gotten myself across 
that last time. We pulled on our 
clothes and began to scramble up 
the dry creek bed which all were 
using for a path, because of the 
tree coverage. Halfway up the 
mortars began to explode--only 

a few. We got to the tree--our 
Makeshift first aid station-- 
and gratefully saw that-some 
others had begun swimming,coming. 
It was getting dark. We walked 

to where the refugees were gath- 
ered, and on arrival found that 
the Honduran military had moved 
in and sealed off the village. 
The refugees had gotten into 
Honduran. territory but they were 
not getting beyond that village. 
We had difficulty getting out. 
The "Captain Flores" demanded 
our papers. Who had thought to 
carry papers? Only two of the 


iP 


~ 


priests had ID; three of us were 
obviously foreigners, and the 
captain had seen us in the elinic, 
SO we were reluctantly given per- 
mission to pass. The Hondurans 


“with us without ID had to stay 


the night, 

Since then we've been working 
hard to get food and medicine 
into the area. The village has 
about fifty houses--each must 
have a hundred people around it. 
After five days, we're feeling 
desperate to relocate them. 
There are five thousand here-- 
four thousand new arrivals and 
a thousand who were there before. 
Only four thousand of the anti- 
cipated seven thousand were able 
to cross the river. It is a 
heart-rending sight. There are 


two latrines, and people have to 
Sleep on the bare ground. Chil- 
dren are sick. I worked one day 
in the clinic when we pulled 
five worms from a hole in the 
head of a child. Fleas and in- 
Sects have gotten into the feet 
of the people and laid their eggs. 
Faces are infected and covered 
with boils. Wounds from the jour- 
ney are infected. Fungus and 
ringworm on so many toes. I 
could not eat that evening. 
There we 
There were not enough clothes 
or blankets at first. Over one 
half of the children have colds 
and cough after the river swim 
and cold nights without blan- 
kets. Their resistance is so 
low it quickly becomes a serious 


. cold or pneumonia. 


There are problems with the 
military--they're not allowing 
enough movement to carry in 
grain daily for five thousand 
people. Vigilance is tight. 
Sunday night every house was 
Searched. They took my address 
book of U.S. and family addresses, 
We continue under tight vigilance. 
It feels like a state of siege. 
But our spirits are high--the 
people are strong and lovely. 
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Unheard Voices. 
from the 
Middie East 


by Corinne Whitlatch 


Corinne Whitlatch, who works here in 
Des Moines for the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee's Middle East Program, 
recently returned from a study tour of 
Lebanon, Egypt, Israel and the occupied 
territories of Gaza and Lebanon.--Eds. 
note, 

Americans tend to ae On 
Israel as a monolithic entity, 
deeply opposed, and rightly so, 
to compromising with the P.L.0O. 
Similarly, our understanding of 
the Palestinians and the P.L.O. 
is of unreasonable terrorists 
bent on destroying Israel, if 
not the Jewish people. Ona 
recent trip to the Middle East, 

I found substantial evidence of 
support for responsible alterna- 
tives on both sides. 

Israelis, Palestinians, and 
our small group of Americans 
gathered around the Israeli 
Jewish sculptor Yigal Tumarkin 
at the installation ceremony of 
his most work in Halhoul, an 
agricultural town in the West 
Bank. The sculpture was composed 
of metal cages with vines planted 
inside them. Tumarkin spoke in 
Hebrew of his intent to symbolize 
the caging of the Palestinian 
people and their aspirations by 
Israel's military occupation of 
the West Bank. Other speakers 
followed: urbane Israelis, Arab 
elders wearing black-checkered 
kafiyehs,and Arab and Jewish 
youths, indistinguishable in 
their blue jeans. The son of 
Mohammed Milhem, the deported 
mayor of Halhoul, and an Israeli 
youth, who is a member of the 
Group of 27, spoke of their hope 
for a future where they had to 
be neither oppressor nor op- 
pressed. 

Members of the Group of 27 
and their parents met with us in 
Tel Aviv. Their public announce- 
ment of refusal to do army ser- 
vice in the occupied territories, 
and resulting imprisonment, has 
sparked controversy and star- 
studded fundraising rallies in 
Israel. Miriam Algazy, a Euro- 
pean-born Holocaust survivor, 
Said, "I would prefer that my 
son be in jail rather than par- 
ticipate in that brutal repres- 
Sion and risk corrupting his 
soul." 

Criticism of the military 
occupation and settlement policy 
is widespread among Israelis, but 
there are deep divisions on tac- 
tics. The Group of 27 argue that 
"Peace Now wants us to be humani- 
tarian occupiers; we say impos- 
sible!" Shalom Achshav(Peace’ Now) 
bumperstickers are common and a 
Speaking tour of the European 
Jewish community has. begun. This 
popular movement has organized 
demonstrations of up to 100,000 
people with their slogan of 
"Peace is Greater than Greater 
Israel" and their call for the 
Israeli government to recognize 
national rights for the Palestin- 
jians. The position of the kibbutz- 
donated staff of Peace Now is 


that it is essential to parti- 
cipate in the military occupa- 
tion in order to have an impact 
upon it. High school students 
and army reservists are the 
targeted audience for the film 
they are planning on the dangers 
of “dehumanizing the enemy". 

In addition to the moral 
arguments, there is alarm about 
the international isolation and 
economic damage that the settle- 
ment policy and continuing con- 
flict has on Israel. With an 
inflation rate of 140%, the 
national mood is very low. Yet 
those who encourage changes in 
policies toward the Palestinians 
are relatively powerless politi- 
cally. Among Israeli doves there 
is no consensus on the multitude 
of domestic and philosophical 
issues that form the bases of 
the political parties. The gene- 
ral prediction is that the Likud 
coalition of Begin will fall and 
a Labor party coalition will 
return to power in the June elec- 
tion. The Labor rhetoric would 
be more secular, but real pro- 
gress is unlikely. In the strong 
words of Shalom Cohen, an 
Oriental Jew and former member 
of the Knesset, "Labor and Likud 
are war parties. They are not 
geared for peace, and today's 
challenge is peace with the 
Palestinians. Fight the Arabs, 
get more land, settle more Jews 
is all they know." The "Jordanian 
Option" plan of Labor is being 


debated by the public and press. 
The envisioned division of the 
West Bank into Jordanian control 
of Palestinian population areas 
and Israeli control of the set- 
tlements and strategic sites is 
unlikely to be any more success- 
ful than it was the last time 
Labor tried it. Unless the Pal- 
estinians were included in the 
negotiations, their resistance 
would threaten King Hussein of 
Jordan and result in an increased, 
rather than decreased threat to 
the security of Israel. 
Including the Palestinians in 
the negotiations that determine 
their future is certainly a key 
to any durable agreement. Their 
exclusion from the Camp David 
agreements led to the fear 
among Palestinians that the 
autonomy plan was only a step 
toward annexation. The highly 
accelerated building of new 
settlements and thickening of 
old settlements since Camp David 
has confirmed their suspicion 
and killed hopes of their cooper- 


‘ation, On the West Bank, in Gaza 


and Beirut, from refugees in 
camps. and from political leaders, 
we heard the same thing. The 
Palestinians are ready to nego- 
tiate and since 1977 have been 
ready for a two-state solution, 


. To change the Covenant woul 


with a Palestinian state i 
West Bank and Gaza, besidé! 
State of Israel. However, % 
terrifying words that call] 
the elimination of the Zim 
State of Israel in the P. i 
Covenant remain. Terzi, the 
P.L.O. Ambassador to the Uj 
emphasized by repeti tion, ” 
Covenant was written by us 
painful and desperate hum 
beings, in 1964. It isa 
not a cause of the conflici 
is not the Bible or the Kom 


require two-thirds vote of% 
three hundred members of 
Palestine National Congress 
"would bring out the hot-all 
theories of our hothead ext 
ists and undermine our model 
operative position." 
A letter sent by Dr. Isa 
Sartawi, a Senior advisor? 
Yasser Arafat, to the Isragl 
Council for Israeli-Palesti 
Peace is seen by the P.L.0u 
a Significant new political 
"Earlier than our combined 
mies think, peace shalland 
reign between Palestinian d@ 
Israeli states and their & Ss 
The letter was published if 
Palestinian newspapers ing 
salem and Beirut, criticiz 
their extremists and confil 
by the P.L.O. I asked Maw 
Peled, a retired highranki 
general in the Israeli amy 
a former member of the Kneg 
"Will Sartawi's letter hav 
effect on the positions of: 
major political parties?" 
ably no," he replied. "The 
no interest in Likud or Labi 
any peaceful changes in thé 
because it will interfere i 
their goal to annex the o¢ti 
territories, totally by Lik 
and partially by Labor." 
Regarding U.S. policy, 
heard a consistent theme iM 
P.L.0. leaders in Beirut, § 
tian journalists, West Bani 
Gaza mayors, Israeli poliiif 
journalists and activists, 
is little chance of Israe 
policies changing wi thoutpy 
from the U.S. There is li = 
likelihood that the U:S. wl ve 2: 
recognize ma jor changes int E 
P.L.O. There is an exa ggeral 
and distorted emphasis on i 
influence on the P.L.O. hs 
our President says that the 
Bank settlements are not 
and categorizes the P.L.0, 
"terrorists", the Israeli q 
Palestinian extremists find) 
firmation of their convict 
that compromise is not posd 
As the politicians deba# 
the journalists analyze, pe 
continue to die from the g 
Israeli soldiers and Palest 
guerillas. People continue 
suffer in fear and frustrai 
with little hope. The recef 
break of fighting between 
near Beirut and between the 
raeli army and the U.N. font 
in southern Lebanon are tra 
reminders of the mul tifused 
powder keg of the Israeli-% 
estinian conflict. One neefs 
only to talk to Israelis an 2 
Palestinians to realize that a coup 
loss of human life by violé i 
is not felt more lightly th 
only more often. 


happening 
[continued from page 3] 


Soomittee of Solidarity. 

me who wants more infor- 

pn of El Salvador and the 
dttees can write to COSES, 
iRridge Ave., Davenport, 
2803( tel. 319-324-2937). 

Bent hundred people from _ 
wer the state came May 2 to 


mh for El Salvador" and 

mto Fr. Colonnese, Bishop 
anand Representative Tom 

m (Just the day before 
pliy, Harkin and ten other 
msspeople filed suit 

ji President Reagan and 
ministration for viola- 

the War Powers Act, which 
the President must inform 
ess of any deployment of 

fan military personnel 

i, in combat or otherwise, 
m48 hours.) The rally was 
et show of support and 

fia lot of who have never 
he streets before. 

@ recent events surrounding 
isappearance and then sudden 
nof Fr. Roy Bourgeois 
many of us here directly. 
i visited us a number of 


fin the last couple of years, 


recently on the occasion of 
ishop Romero's memorial 
tthe Cathedral, which Roy 
lebrated with Bishop Ding- 
foy preached the homily 

fill cathedral. We reserve 
gb on the soundness of 
sision to "be with the 
While leaving us and the 
the country to think 

erst had happened to him. 
Mcase, we are overjoyed 

gr friend is alive and 

and we look forward to 

chim come to Des Moines 
mlain his decision for 

Hy and relay back to us 

ie Saw. 

Biigutti Community Garden 
Heat success this year. 

je 23 Asian families. Stephe 
er helped to organize the 
this year. Once the lots 
signed our friends from 
mst Asia took over. The 
ftas spilled over into the 
Bt we used to garden for 

|, Our garden effort will 
She house SO we can give 
mace to aur neighbors. 
free to Stop by the houses 
snow the garden is going-- 
Bliy around 5 PM because 

S when many of the garden- 
© out weeding and watering. 
sp us when the water bill 


etewpo of hospitality 
lickened these past few 
as we enter the maddening 
# summertime. It is hard 
hospitable in all the con- 
i, but_visits from good 
gsinew and old alike) 

te task easy. John sulli- 
gir guest cartoonist for 
st via pacis, visited 
feouple of days on his 
firip to California. He 

i paths with George Clag- 


gett of the Minneapolis CW. 
George has taken to the road to 
visit different CW houses and 
resistance communities through- 
out the midwest and hopes to 
head out west to spend some 
time with Shelley and Jim Doug- 
lass at Ground Zero in Bremer- 
ton, Washington. 


Fr. Carl Kabat dropped by 
for a couple of days last week. 
Carl is one of the Plowshares 8& 
awaiting sentencing after their 
recent conviction. He and the 
seven others are facing a 
possible thirty years in prison 
for their truth witness at the 
GE plant in King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania, September last. 
He is on a vacation before -the 
sentencing, which should take 
place sometime in the middle of 
June. Poor guy, his idea of 
"vacationing" is jumping from 
one CW to the next! I'm hoping 
that others treat him a little 
better than we did--we put him 
to work rehabing the new house. 

We had a quick visit from 
Leighton Berryhill. Leighton is 
pack in the States after her 
three-month stay in Nicaragua, 
She graduated this spring from 
the University of Iowa Medical 
School and will be doing her 
residency at Cook County Hos- 
pital in Chicago. We have 
scheduled her for the June 12 
Friday night discussion and 
look forward to hearing about 
her experiences in Nicaragua. 

We welcome one_newcomer and 
are anxiously awaiting three 
more. Two of this group are 
well-known to us and two are 
new. 

In the "old" new group, 

John Shoup arrived a couple of 
days ago. He used to help out 
at the house once a week. That 
was about two years ago before 
he landed a teaching job ata 
Catholic grade school in Shele- 
don, Iowa. John is returned to 
Des Moines to live with us for 
the summer and help with the 
summer rush. His energies are 
most welcome. 

Another returning veteran 
is Fr. John Zeitler. Fr. John 
was a staff member here before 
goin to Appalachia to work with 
the poor with the Glenmary 
Fathers for three years. He is 
returning to the Des Moines area 
to work in peace and justice. 

We should be seeing a lot of 
him in the months to come. He 
is a real hustler and should 
take up the slack for the houses 
in my absence. 

Sr. Gwen Hennessy and SYo 
Monica Lett are coming to the 
Des Moines Diocese to work in 
the area of disarmament. They 
are to be here on the direct 
invitation of Bishop Dingman a 
and the Disarmament Task Force. 
This coming year should see 
great growth in the areas of 
peace and justice. The new folks 
will be building on the solid 
foundation already laid by our 
efforts these past five years. 
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@maha on April 15(Tax Day)against 
Bill Douglas, John Hutchens and 
myself for our participation in 
the December 28 sign painting 
at SAC. Federal marshals deli- 
vered the summons Good Friday 
morning. The three of us were 
arraigned on a misdemeanor 
charge with a maximum peralty 
of one year and/or $1,000. All 
of us pled not guilty at our 
arraignment and trial has been 
set for June 22. Another charge 
of violating “ban-and-bar" 
letters has been brought against 
Brent Vanderlinden, Jim Dubert 
and myself. This charge carries 
with it a maximum of six months 
and/or $500. Again we all pled 
not guilty; the trial is June 10. 
For those who may be keeping 
count, we have appeared before 
the court on eight separate 
occasions(state and Federal)in 
relation to our actions of 
December 28, and we have yet to 
go to trial. Now there are three 
trial dates set for the month 
of June: June 10, June 22 and 
in Des Moines June 25 for the 
fifteen arrested at the Armed 
Forces Day parade. One could 
understandable ask how I might 
think that I will be able to go 
to San Francisco. Well, it's 
going to take exact timing and 
a lot of luck. Let me try to 
explain. The June 10 trial fom 
violation of ban-and-bar let- 
ters should not apply to me 
because I never really reentered 
the base on December 283 the 
sign we repainted is well out- 
Side the perimeter of the base. 
Though Brent and Jim will go 
+o trial, the judge has already 
determined that they will not 
get any jail time if convicted 
in order to save the government 
the expense of paying court-ap- 
pointed lawyers. The June 22 
trial will not be as easy. 
There is a motion before the 
court to have that trial post- 
poned till August or September. 
We have a good chance of getting 
that continuance. The June 25 
trial here in Des Moines could 
go on without my being there. 
I could arrange with the court 
to accept the verdict that the 
others receive when I get back 
from school. If all the above 
happens, I will be in San 
Francisco for seven glorious 
weeks! I'm keeping my fingers 
crossed and my prayers to St. 
Jude increase, 


Response 
To 


April 22, 1981 


Dear Frank, 

I am responding to your 
analysis of the abortion issue 
in via pacis. As you acknow- 
ledge, the issue is a divisive 
one and threatens us all ina 
time when we urgently need to 
form coalitions against nuclear 
power, war, poverty and polnir— 
cal oppression. I think it is 
eritical that those of us who 
agree about most things make an 
effort towards cooperation on 
the abortion issue. We simply 
cannot afford to be divided, 
and I do not believe that we 
must be. 

I appreciate your sharing 
your analysis of the abortion 
issue and I would like to offer 
you mine. By wey of contrast, 

T am a physician devoted to 
promoting health, as well as a 
person committed to the anti- 
nuclear and anti-war efforts. 

I am particularly interested in 
the abortion issue and have done 
a considerable amount of research 
on its history. I would like to 
offer you some of the information 
I have uncovered, and I hope you 
will read this in the spirit of 
dialogue, not debate. You see, 

I do not believe there is a 
"right answer" which will per- 
tain to all people at all times. 

In my reading I have disco- 
vered that abortion is universal. 
Throughout history abortion has 
been practiced with greater or 
lesser social approval and with 
greater or lesser degree of dan- 
ger to the well-being of the 
woman involved. A memorable 
example was related by Germaine 
Greer when she spoke on popu- 
lation control at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa in 1974. She cited 
an island culture, isolated from 
the rest of the world, which 
recognized that the limitations 
of their resources made popula- 
tion control essential to their 
survival. When first visited by 
anthropologists they had been 
practicing an effective, if 
drastic, method of abortion. 
After a certain number of births 
had occurred each year, pregnant 
women would lie down with a 
plank across their abdomens and 
the rest of the tribe would march 
across them until the pregnancies 
were aborted or the women died. 
Abortion was a community respon- 
sibility, shared by all. It was 
seen as an honorable sacrifice 
for the ultimate good of the 
tribe. 

In our country, abortion was 
widely practiced in the 19th 
century via toxic herbs, punching 
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the abdomen, violent exercise, 
electrical currents, and occa- 
sionally by medical ins trumenta- 
tion. Approximately one out of 
four pregnancies was voluntarily 
terminated by these measures in 
the last half of the century, 
mostly by white married Protes- 
tant women over the age of thirty 
with children at home. What is 
most impressive is that the death 
rate from these procedures was 

6 out of 100 women. Yet the dan- 
ger did not dissuade these women 
from trying to limit the size of 
their families. It was a culmina- 
tion of factors that led to neg- 
ative Sanctions by the turn of 
the century: a concern that 
"native Puritan blood" was_be- 
coming scarce as the Catholic 
immigrant population dramatically 
rose, anti-feminism, and a major 
campaign on the part of physi- 
cians to discredit lay healers 
and midwives. In any case; anti- 
abortion legislation was enacted 
by every state by 1900 and re- 
mained in foree until 1970. 

Yet between 1900 and 1970, 
abortion was practiced ona 
large scale. Documents show one- 
half million abortions were per- 
formed in 1936. Kinsey's studies 
in the 1950's showed 22% of 
married women had practiced 
abortion while they were married. 
And finally, in the 1960's ap- 
proximately one million abortions 
were performed each year. There 
were countless stories of women 
found dead by their husbands 
ana children after a lethal 
abortion attempt. 

When abortion was legalized 
in New York in 1970 many dramatic 
changes occurred. Of course, the 
death rate associated with abor- 
tion dropped sharply. Also, 
infant mortality dropped signi- 
ficantly, as did maternal morta- 
lity associated with childbirth 
(presumably more "high-risk" 
pregnancies were being aborted). 
This pattern was repeated in 
every state after the 1973 
Roe v. Wade Supreme Court deci- 
Sion which declared anti-abortion 
legislation unconstitutional. 

At the present time approximately 
one out of four pregnancies is 
voluntarily terminated(compare 
with figures from the 19th cen- 
tury)and abortion has become 
vastly safer than childbirth, 
tonsillectomy, or appendectomy. 

I think it is important to 
realize that safe and legal 
abortion saves lives. 

With regard to the quality of 
life, please consider that 1,000 
conceptions occur each year to 
women over the age of 50 and are 
associated with alarmingly high 
rates of congenital abnormalities 


and maternal mortality. 
other end of the scale, # 


have a conception rate aii 
teenagers of one million & 


year(of which 300,000 are 
ted). We know that teen Bh 


cies are much more apt to% 


premature or low birth 
infants who are then prea 
to cerebral palsy, mentall 
dation, blindness and pem 
impairment. We also know® 
teenage parents are much wl 
apt to be child abusers & 
subject to lower socio-e0t 
status than their peerss 
We must also consider} 
happens to offspring of Wl 
pregnancies. Long-term fd 
studies of women denied ai 
in Sweden and Czechoslove 
the 1960's showed that th 


later more than half of & 


women still wished that 4% 
abortion had been grantedy 
thirds of the offspring 
unwanted pregnancies were! 
iencing severe emotional/& 
vioral problems, attained 
grades, were already engaé 
juvenile delinquency and 

registered with psychiatt™ 
agencies. 

Presently, of course, 
faced with other question 
ding the quality of life, 
the knowledge and skill @ 
prenatal diagnosis ofall 
of severe diseases associ# 
permanent impairment. I @ 
never forget the first aul 
patient I had personal col 
with. She and her husband) 
rately wanted to have a @ 
but she had miscarried ml 
times and was being care 
monitored through her new 
nancy. Amniocentesis Shoit 
that she was carrying a @ 
cally anomalous fetus. Sit 
her husband agonized over 
and concluded very paint 
terminate the pregnancy. 4 
point here is that we lié 
time of ethical complexi¥ 
moral uncertainty. To pit 
"science" against "the Cf 
is to put the issue in il 
context. Scientific metho 
can only provide us with! 
mation which we then inte 
and utilize according to! 
values. The above collect 
"facts" indicates to me@ 
women will always practi# 
tion regardless of its Sa 
or legality, and that sig 
morbidity, mortality and 
suffering would result im 
illegalizing abortion. I 
believe that abortion is 
life and I am offended ly 
"pro-life" terminology wi 
somehow attributes the om 
sentiment to those who bé 
abortion to be a moral all 
ponsible alternative. Dill 
terminology can only driv 
apart when we need ins teal 
move together. 

The appropriate contell 
which to discuss abortion 
religious one. As you kn@ 
Catholic Church has been 
sistent on the subject of 
"ensoulment" occurs, the} 
position having been ado 
1869. More importantly, ¥ 
organized religions adopt 


| ea 
HAA a 


in abortion stand. The Lutheran 


re He , the Presbyterian church, 
ong” fMiscopal Church, the United 
pdist Church, the United 
thof Christ, the American 
mst Church, the Unitarian 


mrsalist Association, the 
od Synagogue of America, 
mnized Church of Jesus 
it of Latter-Day Saints and 
pees - Ry eel eet 


the 


Daa he 


Wmerican Friends are among 
publicly opposed to anti- 
ion legislation. As I see 
ati-abortion legislation 
jinvalidate these well- 
tlished theologies, and 
imandate that we all abide 
fhe religious convictions of 
w. We are all well aware 
freligious liberty is one 
me founding principles of 
country. We must recognize 
tthe abortion issue is in 
lity and issue of religious 
BOOM » 
[would suggest that the 
tion issue be viewed in this 
ext within the[Mobilization 
Survival]. Thus we would 
ee to disagree with honor, 
join together in the anti- 
tar and anti-war efforts 
fut antagonism. Those who 
now retreating from the 
swould undoubtedly resume 
ly affiliation if a religious- 
sion Stand were publicly 
pied. 
if we are willing to step back 
irequiring everyone to adhere 
wr own religious convictions, 
an engage in true cooperation 
respect for one another. I 
sapone respect your position on 
yeuertion although I do not agree 
wai it. I remain hopeful that 
fnharness our energy and 
aitment in the struggles which 
so vital to us all, rather 
tragically succumb to 
er-plays and ultimatums re- 
ding the abortion issue. In 
joapiding ourselves, we have much 
lose, and by refusing to be 
faded we can advance to a new 
@el of human cooperation. 
In peace, 
Adele Franks 


April 23, 1981 


Dear Frank, 

I*d like to respond to your 
article, "Abortion:Two Ways to 
Look At It", in the March-April 
issue of via pacis. 

I am pro-choice and I support 
abortion for symbolic reasons, 
as a feminist. You claim that 
pro-choice supporters argue from 
a Scientific perspective, where- 
as "pro-fetal-life" supporters 
argue from a symbolic perspec- 
tive. However, I see abortion 
aS a symbol of the higher value 
of womens' lives over fetal 
lives. When rights are in con- 
flict, a feminist will support 
the supremacy of womens' rights. 
The anti-abortion movement is 
primarily a movement against 
women, an attempt to force 
women to return to their trad- 
itional role and get us out of 
the workplace. 

If abortion is made illegal 
again, approximately 10,000 
women will die every year from 
illegal abortions, and countless 
thousands will be mutilated. The 
Same number of American women 


get abortions each year, whether 
or not they are legal(about 
1,100,000 women). Legal abortion 
is one of the safest forms of 
minor surgery. You say, "For 
the symbolist in the abortion 
argument, the highest value is 
human life and it must be pro- 
tected." I agree with this. 
As a feminist and a symbolist, 
I say that the highest value is 
women's lives and health and 
they must be protected. 

I am sending you a brochure 


from "Catholics for a Free Choice", 


lthough I do not agree with 
their contention that the point 
t issue is whether or not the 
fetus is a human. The point at 
issue is whether a woman's life 
is more important than a fetal 
life. The statistics in the 
brochure show that Catholic 
women have abortions in percen- 
tages significantly higher than 
the percentage of Catholics 
there are in the general popu- 
lation. It also shows that the 
majority of Catholics are pro- 
choice according to several 
polls. There is a marked diffe- 
rence of opinion between the 
Catholic hierarchy and the 
Catholic laity on the issue of 
abortion. 

Patriarchy is a hydra-headed 
monster and anti-abortionism is 
one of its heads, along with 
poverty, the arms race and war, 
the profit motive, nuclear wea- 
pons and plants, and all forms 
of oppression. It is really one 
struggle. 

In Friendship, 
Jean Hagen 


April 9, 1981 


Dear Frank, 

Biologically, there is no 
such thing as a "pre-human", 
just as there is no such thing 
as a "two-fifths human" or a 
“post-human". There is just-- 
human. The cutting-down and 
cutting-back of the definition 
of humanity is not rooted in 
scientific observation, but in 
the demands of the same legal 
order which 200 years ago ruled 
that black slaves were two-fifths 
of a person. 

Dehumanizing and depersonal- 
izing the victim of one's actions 
is, of course, a very common 
rationalization. It serves well 
in enabling us to tolerate 
Slavery, war, the prison system, 
the death penalty, and nuclear 
deterrence--as well as abortion. 

As peacemakers, our task is 
not to dehumanize, but to re- 
humanize; to reach out to the 
enemy, the criminal, the con- 
demned, the powerless, the un- 
born child, and say, "I recog- 
nize you. You are our kind." 

"When do we know the dawn 
has come and the new day has 
begun?" asked the old rabbi's 
disciples. "Is it when we can 
See an animal in the distance 
and know if it is a sheep ora 
dog? Is it when we can see a 
tree in the distance and know 
if it is a peachtree or an 
oak?" 

"No," said the old rabbi. 

"It is when you can recognize 

every human being as a brother 

or Sister, because if you cannot 

see this,.then it. iststill- night.” 
--Juli Loesch 


To the National Mobilization 
for Survival: May 19, 1981 


Dear Friends: 

We are disappointed at your 
recent stand on abortion. The 
stated pro-choice position 
adopted by the Coordimting 
Committee 4/4-5 in Boston 
obligates us, the Catholic 
Worker Community of Des Moines, 
to withdraw from future parti- 
cipation in the MfS. We are 
truly saddened at this turn of 
events and believe it was not 
necessary. From this date on, 
the host city of the National 
MfS Conference of 1978 no longer 
has an acting MfS chapter. We 
will be looking for another 
networking structure for our 
dealings with the rest of the 
State. We are sending you in- 
formation on the last activity 
sponsored by the loval -MfS[ the 
Armed Forces Day parade--Eds,. 
note]. Again, we are sorry but 
we are left with no alternative. 


Yours in the struggle 
Frank CGordaro and 
the Catholic Worker 


Communi ty 


Whon you use tng soil the grat BIE Of God you not only devghop dhe; 

Mural resource, but you 350 dpvplop man. If you deyelop man 

be reasonable then there is no need to goto war. Uow use the plo 
in place of thy Sword. 


— sar Luigi G. Liqutti 
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